
New CRC takes shape
A new chairman, a new branding and 
a new team of staff – the Bushfire and 
Natural Hazards CRC is off and running.
Dr Laurie Hammond has accepted the 
appointment as Chairman of the new CRC. 
Dr Hammond brings to the CRC a wealth of 
experience having been a working scientist 
and as a director at a range of innovative 
research and development organisations in 
Australia and New Zealand.
He will take up the position on 13 August, 
and will retain his role as Chairman of the 
CRC for Mining, a position he has held  
since 2007. 
He is also currently Chair of the Australian 
Government’s Commercialisation Australia 
Board and a member of the Innovation 
Australia Board. 
Over the next year there will be two 
Cooperative Research Centres working in 
the interests of the community – the final 
stage under the Commonwealth Agreement 
of the Bushfire CRC and the start-up year of 
the Bushfire and Natural Hazards CRC.  
The new CRC is based in the shared 
Bushfire CRC and AFAC offices in East 
Melbourne.
Bushfire CRC Deputy CEO and Research 
Director, Dr Richard Thornton, has been 
busy establishing the foundations of the 
new CRC in his capacity as Interim CEO. 
Richard has now accepted a longer contract 

as CEO. Consequently, he has resigned from 
the Bushfire CRC. 
Bushfire CRC Communications Manager 
David Bruce has also begun work at the new 
CRC in the position of Communications 
Manager. He will, however, continue to work 
closely on Bushfire CRC projects.
Both Richard and David began their new 
roles at the Bushfire and Natural Hazards 
CRC on 22 July 2013. Leanne Beattie 
has also started this month as Executive 
Assistant to Richard.

COLOUR, SHAPE AND LAYERS 
The new branding for the Bushfire and 
Natural Hazards CRC draws heavily on the 
colour and imagery of our broad sector – 
the yellow triangle of the universal hazard 
sign, the orange of emergency services, and 
the red of fire. The three dimensional layers 
represent digging deeper into complex topics, 
representing the concepts of research and 
enquiry. A new website is now live with some 
basic content on what the CRC is all about. 
This will be enhanced over the next few weeks 
by a bigger and more functional site. But for 
now you can visit www.bnhcrc.com.au

Ten years of national bushfire 
research is no small achievement. I 
am looking forward to celebrating and 
showcasing our work, firstly, at the 
three-day annual Bushfire CRC/AFAC 
conference early next month, then later 
in October, at the research showcase 
event “Putting Research to Good Use”. 

This later event is all about being 
active in getting 10 years of good 
research into the hands of all our 
members for their daily work use. 
Want to know how your 10-year 
investment in national bushfire 
research can pay off? Don’t miss 
this event. And tell your colleagues 
to come too. Details are in this 
newsletter and on our website.

In late July many Bushfire CRC people 
were centre stage in Queenstown, 
New Zealand, at the annual Forest 
and Rural Fire Association of New 
Zealand conference. A joint Bushfire 
CRC, Scion and National Rural Fire 
Authority (NZ) Science Day kicked off 
proceedings that led into the two-day 
conference proper.

These events, and others, are clear 
examples of how industry and 
researchers alike are working together 
on new knowledge to support policy 
and operations. Ten years ago this 
would have been unusual, now it is  
the norm.

As the 10-year milestone is celebrated 
with the Bushfire CRC, it is fitting 
that the new Bushfire and Natural 
Hazards CRC is embarking on 
journey into a new decade of national 
research, with most of our current 
partners on board.

CeO’s BLOG
GaRY MORGaN

see YOu at the CONfeReNCe!
The 10th and final Bushfire CRC 
conference is almost upon us. This year the 
joint event with AFAC is at the Melbourne 
Convention and Exhibition Centre on  
2-5 September.
At the Research Forum, which begins the 
week, many Bushfire CRC researchers will 
discuss their findings from three years of 
work. Additionally, a special presentation 
will provide an overview of what the 
Bushfire CRC has achieved, and how this 
will be built upon by the new Bushfire and 
Natural Hazards CRC. This presentation 
will enable end users to become more 

actively involved in both utilising Bushfire 
CRC research and shaping the Bushfire and 
Natural Hazards CRC.
Many more Bushfire CRC researchers are 
speaking on the main conference program, 
complementing the agency and industry 
speakers. Join us at this special conference: 
www.afac2013.org
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•	For	more	news	and	the	full	blogs,	go	to:	
www.bushfirecrc/fireupdates

IN BRIef

euReka!
Former Bushfire CRC researchers Rick 
McRae (ACT Emergency Services 
Agency) and Jason Sharples (University 
of NSW) have been nominated for 
the prestigious Eureka Prize for 
Environmental Research. Their work 
has advanced the understanding of large 
bushfires. Congratulations and good luck 
to Rick and Jason!

New ONLINe
A range of new reports are now available on 
the Bushfire CRC website. From the Sharing 
Responsibility project, a workshop report 
shares views on what disaster resilience looks 
like, lessons learned from implementing 
disaster resilience, and aspects of current 
practices and relationships that are most in 
need of change. Key themes of the report 
include: the difficulty of defining, valuing 
and measuring resilience; the importance 
of connecting with existing networks, 
knowledge and capacity; the enabling and 
constraining influence of structure and 
coordination; and the need to focus on 
building stronger relationships and working 
more effectively across existing boundaries.

The Fire in the Landscape series of projects 
recently held a final workshop with end 
users. All the presentations covering carbon 
and fire, water quality risks, fires and 
hydrology and greenhouse gas emissions are 
available on the Fire in the Landscape page.

The extension research program at the 
Bushfire CRC is now drawing to a close with 
most projects either having finished up or 
close to completing.  

Having received Australian Government 
funding in 2010 to conduct research into 
the national issues raised by the 2009 Black 
Saturday fires, the Bushfire CRC will hold a 
special event to showcase the achievements of 
this three year research program. 

A combined Research Advisory/Utilisation 
Forum will be in Melbourne on 22 and 23 
October 2013.  As part of this important 
milestone End User partners are encouraged 
to invite others within their organisations 
to attend to hear about the range of work 
completed. We are currently sourcing an 
appropriate venue that can comfortably seat a 
larger group over the two days.

The details of the Forum agenda and 
guidelines for the presentations are being 
worked through too.
As this Research Advisory/Utilisation Forum 
will mark the culmination of three years 
of research under the extension program, 
all projects in the current program will 
present at the Forum with the focus being 
on Research Utilisation, that is, on how the 
research can be used by our partners for the 
benefit of the community. 
There will be a special dinner on the first day, 
Tuesday 22 October. The second day of the 
Forum (Wednesday 23 October) will conclude 
with a cocktail launch of key new Bushfire 
CRC research publications. AFAC Council is 
on Thursday 24 October in Melbourne. 
More details to come at  
www.bushfirecrc.com/research/events

ReseaRCh utILIsatION BLOG  NOReeN kRuseL
Sometimes it’s hard to make sense of new information, especially 
when there is a lot of it! Research projects are winding up, and 
each is producing a final report, Fire Note and a presentation – at a 
minimum. Most projects have multiple reports, papers, presentation 
and posters; a lot of valuable information.
In an effort to make it easier for both researchers and end users who 
are trying to make sense of it all, we are streamlining some of these 

products using a generic format, applicable across different projects. It’s quite simple really. What 
was known about the problem area when the research started? What research was completed? What 
was discovered? What is the state of knowledge now? The emphasis is on key findings and the new 
knowledge developed. The aim is to make life easier for researchers and end users by reducing 
replication and focusing on the significant knowledge added to the problem space.

puttING ReseaRCh tO GOOd use

Large areas of northern Australia face the prospect of an above normal bushfire season this year, due to generally below average rainfall in the months 
leading up to the main fire season (see map above). This was the consensus of the 2013 Northern Australia Seasonal Bushfire Outlook, released 
recently as Fire Note 113. View the presentations and the Fire Note from the North Australia Fire Managers Forum on our website. 

fIRe RIsk IN the NORth
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fOR MORe News aNd the fuLL BLOGs, GO tO:  
www.BushfIReCRC.COM/fIReupdates

http://www.bushfirecrc.com/publications/citation/bf-4000
http://www.bushfirecrc.com/research/event/2013-fire_landscape
www.bushfirecrc.com/research/events
http://www.bushfirecrc.com/research/event/2013-north_aus_forum

