
What you need to knoW to 
put research to good use 
The major end of the Bushfire CRC event 
will be conducted as a series of online, 
interactive forums that require your 
participation. The Putting Research to 
Good Use forum series will be conducted 
online in May, June and July of this year 
on specific areas of bushfire science. 
This approach will be much more practical 
for most partners to enable as many staff, 
volunteers and researchers as possible 
to participate. This participation is the 
essential first step to research utilisation. 
The Bushfire CRC has an obligation to 
ensure the findings of the research are 
widely available to all partners and to the 
wider community. 
These series of events will be interactive, 
with attendees able to watch and listen 
online to presentations, including being 
able to ask questions of the speakers and 
download key publications in advance 
to help them prepare. Importantly, each 
session will be recorded and made available 
online, leaving a strong legacy for the future 
and for the general public.
The contribution of many researchers and 
agency lead end users will be crucial to 
the success of this venture. We will not be 
asking researchers or lead end users to make 
presentations until their research is complete. 
Research Utilisation Manager Dr Noreen 
Krusel will shortly contact researchers and 
lead end users to coordinate the roll out of 
the program. Registration details for the 
online forums will follow later.

The forum series is different to our 
Research Advisory Forums of the past, 
which have been successful events for 
informing and involving a core group of 
our stakeholders in the progress of the 
research. As the research is progressively 
concluding over the next five months, and 
outputs are becoming available, there is no 
longer the requirement for agency input 
into the progress of the research. The focus 
now is on widely communicating the key 
findings of the research to partners and 
to the community. The online Putting 
Research to Good Use forums are a new, 
exciting way for the Bushfire CRC to 
achieve this.
The Putting Research to Good Use 
forum series will be the major final 
event for all Bushfire CRC partners. 
Participation by all partners will allow the 
research outcomes to be made available 
to all. Ongoing research utilisation 
will allow more intense thinking about 
the implications of the research and 
potential follow up actions. This will 
vary depending on the context. With 
time, this will ensure that your 10-year 
investment in bushfire science is utilised 
to its potential. The best value from 
the research will be achieved when the 
findings are acted on by our end user 
partners and communities.
This is the final exciting phase of the 
Bushfire CRC, and we look forward to 
everyone being a part of it. 

Post June 2014 
the Bushfire CRC 
shall cease to 
operate under the 
Commonwealth 
CRC Program. 
However, to meet 
industry needs, two 
aspects of the work 
of the Bushfire 

CRC have been identified as continuing beyond 
June 2014. With this in mind, at the Annual 
General Meeting on 21 November 2013 all 
Bushfire CRC members agreed to establish a 
Trust. It will have a limited lifespan to ensure 
that the Bushfire CRC Ltd’s objectives are fully 
met in a transparent way, enabling all members 
of the Bushfire CRC to fully realise the benefit 
of their investment over the last decade. Once 
a Trust has been established and all legal 
requirements associated with the wind-up of 
the Bushfire CRC are completed, the remaining 
(net) assets will be transferred to the Trust. The 
Bushfire CRC Board is currently being guided 
in the legalities of setting up the Trust.

The work to be funded by the Trust will be 
ongoing research utilisation, and further work 
on bushfire predictive services. 

We are now five years on from the devastation 
caused by Black Saturday, with the extension 
program of the Bushfire CRC funded to 
explore the national issues resulting from these 
terrible bushfires. With this in mind, the major 
final events for the Bushfire CRC are now being 
organised, with your participation vital. The 
essential first step for all partners is to access 
the research outcomes so they can best utilise 
the science.

Details are available via the story to the left, 
and we believe that this series of online, 
interactive and archived forums during 
May, June and July will allow for as many 
participants as possible. This structure will 
ensure partner agency staff, volunteers and 
researchers get the most out of the finalisation 
of Bushfire CRC research. Each session will be 
recorded and made available online, leaving 
a strong legacy for the future. This is crucial. 
Keep an eye on the 2014 events section of the 
website for further information.

ceo’s BLog
gary Morgan

Your 
participation 
in the final 
phase of the 
Bushfire CRC 
will allow 
the research 
outcomes 
to be made 
available to 
all.
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www.bushfirecrc/fireupdates

FinaL reports noW avaiLaBLe
Final reports are beginning to be 
completed, with two now available. 

The Social construction of fuels in the 
interface 2 project was a pilot research 
project. The University of Melbourne’s Ruth 
Beilin and Karen Reid applied the process of 
‘place mapping’, new to the sector, to gain a 
better understanding of how communities 
in peri-urban areas perceive native 
vegetation the context of their landscape. 
Results showed the place mapping process 
(pictured right) can provide community 
members with a mechanism through which 
to communicate their perspectives on the 
landscape. View the final report at  
www.bushfirecrc.com/publications/ 
citation/bf-4308. 

The Sharing responsibility project sought to 
open up a process of the widely supported 
principle of shared responsibility. Undertaken 
by John Handmer and Blythe McLennan 
from RMIT, the research supports decisions 
about how to pursue a vision of shared 
responsibility in emergency management. 
View the final report at www.bushfirecrc.com/
publications/citation/bf-4290.

scientists in the Media
With a hot dry summer well underway, 
Bushfire CRC experts have been in high 
demand from the media. In January, the 
Australian Science Media Centre ran a 
media briefing for journalists on bushfires, 
with Economics and future scenarios project 
leader Geoff Cary, from the Australian 
National University, and Human behaviour 
under stress project leader Jim McLennan, 
from La Trobe University, discussing what 
bushfires may look like in Australia’s future 
climate and why people do or don’t prepare 
for bushfire. Listen to the briefing at  
www.smc.org.au.

Our experts have also been involved with the 
Australian Science Media Centre’s scientist-
in-residence program. Principal Scientific 
Advisor Drew Dawson, from CQ University, 
spent time at the Adelaide Advertiser, while 
former Bushfire CRC researcher Trent 
Penman, from the University of Wollongong, 
advised the Sydney Morning Herald. Read 
their news at under In The Media at  
www.bushfirecrc.com/news     

hurry, caLL For papers 
cLosing 
The call for abstracts for the 2014 Bushfire and 
Natural Hazards CRC and AFAC conference 
is now open, with abstracts to be submitted 
online by 14 February. The theme of the 
conference, to be held in Wellington, New 
Zealand, from 2-5 September, is After Disaster 
Strikes, Learning from Adversity. For more 
information visit afac.com.au

coMMunications BLog   
nathan Maddock

As the research 
is progressively 
completed in 
coming months, 
communicating 
the outputs to 
partners will be 

the major focus of the Bushfire CRC. This is 
an exciting time, and we aim to make it as easy 
as possible for both end users and researchers. 
Two final reports are already complete, with 
Fire Notes in the works for both. Keep your 
eyes out for these. At a minimum, each project 
will have their final report, final Fire Note 
and a presentation in the Putting Research to 
Good Use forum series. Many will also have 
webinars. There is plenty of important science 
communication coming your way.

student BLog Lyndsey Wright
As part of meeting the objectives of the Bushfire CRC, 
strategic integration research on different aspects of fire in 
the environment is now underway and will be completed by 
June 2014. The focus of the work is on bringing together the 
findings from relevant projects and sources from the past 
decade. This is to better understand the combined state of 
knowledge now, the evidence for this knowledge, current 

practice,  remaining gaps in knowledge and possible next research steps.  

The work will take account of outputs from Bushfire CRC research projects, contract 
research, Bushfire CRC PhD student projects, as well as significant research on the 
topic conducted nationally or internationally, in conjunction with industry knowledge 
and understanding. Project teams will work closely with AFAC groups and subject 
matter experts from the sector to create an important part of the bridge between 
research and practice.  

research utiLisation BLog   
noreen kruseL

Late 2013 saw 
the launch of 
the Bushfire 
CRC seminar 
series, with 
free webinars 
conducted before 

Christmas and in the New year. Scheduled 
through to June this year, the focus is to 
bring Australia’s leading fire researchers 
to our agency partners in Australia and 
New Zealand. This is part of the ongoing 
research utilisation, aiming to get the 
research outcomes to our partners to enable 
implementation as appropriate.  
If you need to know about the extremes 
of fire weather, make sure you tune into 
Jeff Kepert’s webinar at noon AeDT on 26 
February. Information is available at www.
bushfirecrc.com/research/event/2014-
webinars. More webinars will be scheduled 
in the future, so watch that space for details.    
Missed the webinars so far? No worries, all 
can be replayed at www.bushfirecrc.com/
content/seminar-series-webinars. So far, 
Michael eburn from ANU has covered law 
and policy for emergency services, La Trobe’s 
Jim McLennan discussed behaviour and 
decision making research, and Fabienne 
Reisen, of CSIRO, focused on understanding 
air toxins in the rural/urban interface.
Researchers are also available to speak to 
your organisation. Visit the Speakers Bureau 
section at www.bushfirecrc.com/research/
utilisation/speakers-bureau to register your 
interest.
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