
ReseaRcheRs in the fiRe zones
A deployment of researchers to Tasmania in 
January will be followed by similar Bushfire 
CRC research teams being deployed to New 
South Wales shortly, after several destructive 
bushfires over the summer period.
At the request of the Tasmania Fire Service, 
an independent Bushfire CRC research task 
force was deployed to Tasmania following the 
bushfires in early January. 
More than 200 interviews with residents 
were completed, focusing on how people 
responded to pre-bushfire season advice about 
community preparedness, and what actions 
they took on the day. Analysis of the interviews 
is now underway.
New South Wales also experienced many 
significant bushfires in January, with the NSW 
Rural Fire Service requesting the Bushfire 
CRC to undertake independent research at a 
number of locations. Over the coming weeks, 
the task force will concentrate on community 
preparedness strategies and community 
response to warning messages in key areas.

Bushfire CRC CEO Gary Morgan said 
the research was of national significance. 
“The data collected will help inform future 
public policy not just in Tasmania and New 
South Wales, but around Australia and New 
Zealand. The vital research that follows major 
fires is only possible through the national 
approach taken by the Bushfire CRC. This 
collaboration was not available 10 years ago, 
before the Bushfire CRC was formed,”  
Mr Morgan said.
For the Tasmanian research, Bushfire CRC 
researchers were sourced from Bushfire CRC 
partner universities, including the universities 
of Tasmania, La Trobe, Western Australia, 
Murdoch and RMIT. Previously Bushfire CRC 
research Task Forces have been conducted 
following the Western Australia bushfires of 
January 2011, the Black Saturday bushfires in 
2009 in Victoria, and the Eyre Peninsula fires 
of 2005. The findings from these previous Task 
Forces have informed inquiries including the 
2009 Victorian Bushfires Royal Commission.

The New Year has only just begun and 
we already have hit full pace at the 
Bushfire CRC. It has been an active 
time for fires right across the country. 
As the northern and central Australia 
fires settled down after many months 
of activity, the southern part of the 
continent took its turn.

At the request of our local partner 
agencies, the Bushfire CRC has sent 
research teams in the aftermath of the 
fires to Tasmania, and will soon send 
teams to fire-affected areas in New South 
Wales and Victoria. This is a vital service 
that the Bushfire CRC fulfils for all its 
partners. 

The planning and implementation of 
these research task forces is no small 
task in itself for the Bushfire CRC 
management, and it requires a big extra 
commitment from our researchers, but 
it provides an excellent opportunity 
to gather information and share the 
knowledge from major fires across 
Australia.

The active fire season has also given us 
the opportunity to talk more widely to 
the public through the media about our 
research. As the article in this newsletter 
says, many Bushfire CRC people have 
been regulars in the media, providing 
analysis in their area of expertise.

Meanwhile, late last week the Governing 
Board of the Bushfire CRC met to discuss 
a range of issues, including progress on 
securing funding for our future research 
program. 

I remain hopeful that the funding 
situation will soon be resolved. I will 
keep you up to date with developments 
in this area as they occur.

ceo’s BLoG
GaRY MoRGan

The Bushfire CRC research team in Dunalley, Tasmania.

expeRts in the Media
Bushfire CRC experts have been in demand 
by the media in the last two months, 
beginning with an online media briefing run 
in conjunction with the Australian Science 
Media Centre in mid-December and following 
up with comments on fire events and national 
research funding. View all the articles, radio 
interviews and TV appearances on the Bushfire 
CRC website, discussing Bushfire CRC funding, 

the research task force in Tasmania, bushfire 
weather, community preparedness and much 
more. The full media online briefing is available 
at smc.org.au

do You foLLow?
In between newsletters, keep up to date 
with the latest from the Bushfire CRC by 
following @BushfireCRC on Twitter. You 
can also like us on Facebook.
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http://www.bushfirecrc.com/news/news-item/bushfire-crc-experts-media
http://www.bushfirecrc.com/news/news-item/bushfire-crc-experts-media
http://www.smc.org.au/2012/12/background-briefing-alert-bushfire-threat-201213/
https://twitter.com/bushfirecrc
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Bushfire-CRC/323625758159?bookmark_t=page


•	For	more	news	and	the	full	blogs,	go	to:	
www.bushfirecrc/fireupdates

in BRief

MYths in fiRe Law
In an Australian first, researcher Dr Michael 
Eburn, Australian National University, has 
reviewed the history of litigation seeking 
compensation for causing, or failing to 
extinguish, a bushfire. The results, displayed 
as a useful table on the Bushfire CRC website, 
may be surprising to some.

Lunch science
Victorian parliamentarians were given a 
lunchtime update on Bushfire CRC projects 
late last year by Dr Brad Aisbett, of Deakin 
University, and Dr Blythe McLennan, of RMIT 
University. The two researchers were invited to 
the regular Lunchtime Parliamentary Science 
and Technology Briefing to speak on their 
current Bushfire CRC work and take questions 
from the MPs and their staff.

inteRnationaL showcase
The Bushfire CRC has joined the editorial 
advisory board of the International Association 
of Wildland Fire’s Wildfire magazine, with 
Communications Manager David Bruce taking 
up this post. The Jan/Feb edition is out, with 
the cover story by lead end user John Schauble, 
complemented with Bushfire CRC photography. 
Research on architecture in bushfire-prone areas 
by PhD student Douglas Brown, University of 
Sydney, is also showcased. 
weatheR inquiRY
The Bushfire CRC has made a submission 
to the Senate Standing Committee on 
Environment and Communications inquiry 
into “Recent trends in and preparedness for 
extreme weather events”, along with several 
other Bushfire CRC partners and individual 
researchers. Submissions closed on 18 January. 
The reporting date for the committee is 20 
March 2013.

student BLoG LYndseY wRiGht
Each year the 
joint Bushfire 
CRC and AFAC 
conference 
attracts around 
1000 delegates 

keen to hear the latest in science, research, 
policy and practice for the sector. This is a 
great opportunity to showcase the work of 
the Bushfire CRC, with the call for abstracts 
currently open. We would encourage 
all researchers and students to consider 
submitting an abstract, with the opportunity 
to showcase research at Australasia’s largest 

emergency management conference. 
Abstract submissions close on 15 February – 
submit yours at afac2013.org 
Obviously I believe all of the work is 
fantastic and would love to have everyone 
presenting, but unfortunately this is not 
possible. It is important to consider the 
conference themes and address these as 
you write the abstract, as this will give the 
greatest chance of acceptance. In the event 
that you don’t get a speaking spot don’t be 
too discouraged. As in previous years, each 
project and student will also be showcased 
though a poster, which will be displayed 
throughout the conference. 

ReseaRch utiLisation 
BLoG noReen KRuseL

Late January saw 
researchers from 
the Fire in the 
Landscape series 
of projects gather 
with end users to 
explore the initial 

research results. Around 20 researchers, end 
users and fire management planning experts 
discussed the potential implications of the 
research and next steps, led by project leader Dr 
Tina Bell, University of Sydney, and lead end 
user Neil Cooper, ACT Parks, Conservation and 
Land Service. End user/researcher collaboration 
such as this is a vital aspect of utilising research. 
I encourage other projects to take similar 
approaches. Please contact me if you’d like 
assistance. Researcher Malcolm Possell discusses his research at the Fire in the Landscape workshop.

ReseaRch needs You
The summer issue of Fire Australia is out now, 
featuring the Operational readiness of rural 
firefighters during bushfire suppression project 
on the cover. If you are a volunteer firefighter, 
you can help with this important research, with 
the team conducting simulated testing on the 
effects of heat, smoke and sleep deprivation 
on firefighter health and safety. Contact 
b.p.smith@cqu.edu.au.
Watch lead end user Robyn Pearce from the 
Tasmania Fire Service explain the purpose 
of this research on the project page. View 
more new project overview videos online for 
Fire in the landscape, Air toxins, Sustained 
operations and Social constructs of fuels in the 
interface. 
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foR MoRe news and the fuLL BLoGs, Go to:  
www.BushfiRecRc.coM/fiReupdates
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