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T2-A5: Bushfire risk at the rural-urban 
interface 



• Garden values

• Attitudes to Fuel Management

• Tasmanian Bushfire Survey

• Bushfire Places of Last Resort

• Community Centred Risk Reduction

Social Perspectives



The defensible space

VERMINA PLATHNER et al. 2023. Safety Science.

Sweden Hawaii

Source: BBC



Defensible space – emotional 
preparedness 





Defensible space and garden owner 
attitudes

“If you want to mitigate bushfire garden hazard you can't 
find the information, it's really prohibitive.”

“My biggest challenge I face making my property more fire 
safe is] trying to get the right advice about what to chop 
down and what to leave”



Garden bushfire mitigation



Residential bushfire adaptation
Garden fire adaptation is not merely a technical 
challenge but a complex socio-ecological process 
requiring coordinated efforts across multiple scales 
that interact in complex ways. 



Attitudes to fuel management

Seivwright, A., Ondei, S., Gjedrem, A., Lester, L., & Bowman, D. M. (2025). Political orientation shapes attitudes to fuel 
management in the wildfire disaster prone island of Tasmania, Australia. International Journal of Disaster Risk Reduction

Led by Dr Ami Seivwright



Archetypes and change in wildfire risk perceptions

• Understanding of wildfire risk 
perceptions and self-evacuation 
intentions among residents

• Rural vs Urban; men vs women have 
different risk appetites  to bushfire 
threat

• All are becoming more risk averse 



Archetypes and change in wildfire risk perceptions

immediate leaver

prepared stayers

unprepared leavers

informed leavers

Campbell et al., 2024, Archetypes and change in wildfire risk perceptions, behaviours and intentions 
among adults in Tasmania, Australia. International Journal of Wildland Fire

Led by Dr Sharon Campbell



Bushfire Places of Last Resort (Nearby Safer 
Places) in Tasmania now and in the future 

Co-lead research project



Shared responsibility for bushfire risk 
management 

A literature survey of 27 research papers on ‘shared responsibility for 
bushfire disaster management in Australia’ highlights few academic 
papers investigate the notion of ‘shared responsibility’ through the 
lens of grassroot organizations’ perspectives and actions.

From B. J. McLennan and J. Handmer (2012): Changing the rules of the game: Mechanisms that 
shape responsibility-sharing from beyond Australian fire and emergency management



Community centred / led risk reduction

From Castro-Arce and Vanclay (2020): ‘Transformative social 
innovation for sustainable rural development: An analytical 
framework to assist community-based initiatives’. 



Help us identify groups and organisations
*Relevant to the Tasmanian context (or nation wide) and bushfire management
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Thank you! 
(Tusen takk!) 
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