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During fire events there are multiple groups of volunteers: those who are part of the local place with all their varied experiences and readings of the
landscape, those who are part of deployed emergency response teams, and those who are trained firefighters from ‘somewhere else’ sent into the area to

assist, some encountering a very different landscape from their own.

Place

Organisation of Volunteers

Is landscape a consideration for the
volunteer firefighter?
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Does protection of local community factor What risks are considered and how is
highly and where does the place of ‘local’ information gathered about place?
begin and end?

How might shared stories, recollections and/or
connections provide understanding of the place of fire?

Organisation of Volunteers

Disaster
ReS I | Ie n Ce What role do emergent volunteers play in responding

to fires and how can we plan for spontaneity!?

What will planning for uncertainties and
‘living with fire’ look like?

Historically, 19t century Australian fire brigades were established at the local level. In the late 20t*"C and now early 21%C, volunteers are being asked to
respond to larger fires further afield ‘surge capacity’, and with forecast impacts of climate change, the scale and intensity of fires in Australia is likely to
increase.

This research will investigate the interaction between volunteers and the landscape. The approach will be based on qualitative inquiry including focus
groups, in-depth interviews and narratives, with selected fire management organisations and community volunteers in contrasting localities in south-east

Australia.

Key question: Is the command and control response most appropriate or are there better ways for longer-term adaptation to the fire-prone landscape?
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