
03/09/2012

1

Bushfire CRC 2010-2013 
Effective Communications: Communities & Bushfire

Professor Peter Fairbrother

& Dr Meagan Tyler
Presented by Dr Susan Chaplin

Gender and Bushfire: The 
need for research

RMIT University© Centre for Sustainable Organisations and Work 2

Bushfire CRC 2010-2013 
Effective Communications: Communities & Bushfire

• Disasters are social events

• The social construction of gender is an important element in understanding 

disasters and disaster mitigation and recovery

• This is recognised in international literature on disaster

• This is not yet recognised widely in regard to bushfires in the Australian 

context
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The international literature on gender and disasters makes clear that there 

are gendered differences in regard to all elements of disaster preparation, 

response and recovery, including:

• Risk perception and exposure

• Preparedness behavior

• Warning communication and response

• Physical and psychological impacts of disaster

• Recovery and reconstruction efforts

Gender Matters
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“There is evidence of disagreements as the fire approached. In virtually all 

cases this was between women who wanted to leave and take the men with 

them and men who either wanted to stay and defend or who felt they had to 

support others in that role. In some cases it appears that the difference in 

opinion was long standing, in other cases it was only acknowledged at the 

last minute…There are instances where women who fled under these 

circumstances survived. Conversely, there is also evidence of such 

disagreements where males refused to leave, but relatives decided to stay, 

leading to additional fatalities…” 

(Handmer et al., 2010).
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Bushfire and Gender – Areas for future research in Australia:

• Rural gender roles 

• The social construction of bushfires as “men’s business”

• Gender dynamics of decision making at the household level

• Role strain in regard to bushfire preparedness in and around the home

• The gendered nature of preference to evacuate or “stay and defend”

• Men’s over-representation in bushfire fatalities
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Rural hegemonic masculinity – A framework for understanding?

Settler Mentality / 
Man Against Nature

Physical Strength

Risk Taking
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Contact

Professor Peter Fairbrother 

peter.fairbrother@rmit.edu.au

Dr Meagan Tyler

meagan.tyler@rmit.edu.au

Centre for Sustainable Organisations and Work 

School of Management

RMIT University 

Level 16, 239 Bourke Street

Melbourne VIC 3000

Website: http://www.rmit.edu.au/bus/research/csow

Bushfire CRC 2010-2013 
Effective Communications: Communities & Bushfire

Gender and Bushfire: The 
need for research

Professor Peter Fairbrother

& Dr Meagan Tyler
Presented by Dr Susan Chaplin


