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What is local knowledge e
A term often used & yet both comPIex and controversial.
Local knowledge is defined here as information - both first hand & Passed on - based on traclition, ersonal observation & exPerience of
a Particulargeograpt]ic location & how it functions as a communit& lt can present as a mixture of o servations, ttrougtlts & reasoning or
pernaps be more a sense of country —~ who lives where; their age, circumstances & health; where access tracks through the bush are; what
sort of condition they are in; how to communicate with certain residents; where imPortant property boundaries are; fire & weather historg

& behaviour — what to expect. A” of this, & more, makes up local knowledge & itis held by residents found throughout the district .

Fotential Pitta"s...
Many & varied - local know|cdge may not be
accurate, it may be based on hearsag or

Whg is it irnPortant?
[flocal communities are not allowed to be involved
in their own tuture, a cleeP cgnicism can deve|op
amongst residents. |n times of emergency this can
present as a lack of confidence in fire managers
and agencies which can develoP into anxietg &
uncertaintg‘ Otten a complete lack of trust
follows which can cause tur‘ttrer, |ong term
alienation & clisquiet. 5ucl'1 emotions actfvelg
undermine the strength & resilience found within
that communit}j — the ‘ballast’ necessary to deal
with emergencies. (ommunities must be involved

& engaged.

observations of countr3 Ionggone; it may lack
altruism; it may be su!)Jective & laced with
emotion rather than factual; it may be intenselg
local & narrow & so have little aPPhcation
elsewhere & present problems when
incorporated into the broa ertiretighting effort;
it is very resource intensive, Particularly in the
carlg stages of fire Planning; it may be hard to
locate within a communitg & even more so to get
from individuals; it can further divide a community
— those with this know|edge & those who don’t
have it, for examPIe newcomers & it is open to
misinterpretation bg those seeking it. Just
because this knowlec{ge is local does not mean it
is necessarilg correct — it must be checked as

e — with any information.

How can it be aPPIiccl to future fire management 7
[ire management can be viewed in stages —~ the ear|3, Preventative worl<, the more active Ianning forfire & the o
Phase when clea[ing clircct13 with a bushfire. Local knowleclge can Plag a crucial role in both the earlﬂ & Plarming phases i fire managers
are able to tap into, listen & record the information. This can then goonto link into & be comP|ementar3 to the accePtec:l science of
bushfires. | ocals can assist with mapping to ensure accuracy; older brigacle members can brief tiretighters from elsewhere; locals on
trucks tnelP with access & locals Providing details about their sPecitic communit& Rura| communities carry the burden of bushfire & yet
fire managers often Proceed in the absence of keg local knowledge within these communities. | his is changing with agencies seeking out
& Iistening — for rural communities to tu”g understand & be ready for busl‘ytire, & for those communities to function ettectivelg during and
aftera Fire, they must be informed & involved.
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