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Outline of this presentation

• What have we done?

• What are we doing?

• What are we going to do?

…Why are we doing it?
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BushFIRE Arson 
Bulletins
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Arson topic section 
and bibliography
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www.aic.gov.au / topics / 
arson
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Bushfire Arson –
A review of the literature
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A bushfire arson typology

Bushfires lit:

1. to create excitement or relieve 
boredom

2. for recognition and attention

3. for a specific purpose or gain

4. without motive

5. with mixed motives
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Data collection & 
analysis
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Bushfire causes - Australia

Source: Australian bushfire causes (AIC file)
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Bushfire causes - Australia
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Deliberately lit bushfires 1995/2004
(All Australian bushfires)
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Deliberately lit bushfires 99/00 to 02/03
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Mapping fire risk
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Mapping fire ignitions
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Mapping fire ignitions
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Serial bushfire arson?

Causes of deliberate bushfires - NSW
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‘Ben’ - serial bushfire arsonist

• 20 year old

• Convicted:
– 25 fires
– 2 hoax calls
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Ben’s fires



© Bushfire CRC Ltd. 2005

Ben’s fires - Dooralong

At least 9 fires 
22/9/-12/12

At least 3 fires 
30/12 – 15/1
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Ben’s home town fires
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Ben’s fires - Lapstone

10 fires

21/2 - 20/3
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Applications of current work

• Targeting & informing

– education 

– prevention

– justice responses

• police

• courts

• corrections / juvenile justice
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